
MINUTES OF THE
SOCIAL SERVICES APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

Wednesday,  July 26, 2017 ● 1:15 p.m. ● 30 House Building

Members Present:  
Sen. Allen M. Christensen, Senate Chair  
Rep. Paul Ray, House Chair  
Rep. Raymond P. Ward, House Vice Chair  
Sen. Luz Escamilla  
Sen. Daniel Hemmert  
Sen. Brian E. Shiozawa  
Sen. Todd Weiler  
Rep. Rebecca Chavez-Houck  
Rep. Rebecca P. Edwards  
Rep. Timothy D. Hawkes  
Rep. Sandra Hollins  
Rep. Michael S. Kennedy  

Rep. Edward H. Redd  
 
Members Absent:  
President Wayne L. Niederhauser  
Sen. Kevin T. Van Tassell  
Rep. Norman K. Thurston  
 
Staff Present:  
Mr. Russell T. Frandsen, Fiscal Analyst  
Mr. Gary K. Ricks, Fiscal Analyst  
Ms. Clare Tobin Lence, Fiscal Analyst  
Ms. Alysha S. Gardner, Staff Economist  
Ms. Nancy Skidmore, Committee Secretary  

Note: A copy of related materials and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Call to Order

Chair Christensen called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.

2. Unfinished Items from the Morning Agenda

8-Presentation by Best Buddies
8-Presentation by Best Buddies

Ms. Harley Anderson, School Program Manager, Best Buddies, discussed the benefits of the Best Buddies Program.

3. Public Input on Topics on Today's Agenda

Ms. Melissa Jensen, Food Stamp Outreach Coordinator, Utahns Against Hunger, discussed Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families (TANF).

Ms. Gina Cornia, Executive Director, Utahns Against Hunger, spoke in favor of the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP).

4. Budget Deep-Dive into Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

5a-Issue Brief - 2017 Interim - TANF - Budget Deep-Dive Report
5a-Issue Brief - 2017 Interim - TANF - Budget Deep-Dive Report

5b-Estimated TANF Excess Reserves
5b-Estimated TANF Excess Reserves

Mr. Gary Ricks, Fiscal Analyst, Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst (LFA), discussed Temporary Assistance of
Need Families (TANF).

Ms. Alycia Gardner, Staff Economist, LFA, presented recommendations for TANF funds.

http://le.utah.gov/interim/2017/pdf/00003401.pdf
http://le.utah.gov/interim/2017/pdf/00003257.pdf
http://le.utah.gov/interim/2017/pdf/00003259.pdf
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Mr. Jon Pierpont, Executive Director, Department of Workforce Services, responded to the TANF
recommendations.

Mr. Nathan Harrison, Finance Director, Department of Workforce Services, responded to Chair Christensen's
question regarding TANF funds.

Mr. Ricks continued his discussion focusing on the the Deep-Dive Report.

Ms. Gardner discussed the estimated TANF Excess Reserves.

The committee discussed the TANF Excess Reserves.

5. Fiscal Note and Budget Item Follow-Up Report

This agenda item was not addressed. Chair Christensen commented that the committee will receive a digital and
hard copy of this report.

6. 3:00 p.m. Budget Deep-Dive into Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) funds

6-Issue Brief - 2017 Interim - SNAP - Budget Deep-Dive Report
6-Issue Brief - 2017 Interim - SNAP - Budget Deep-Dive Report

Mr. Ricks presented, discussed, and made recommendations for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) funds.

7. Follow up to "A Performance Audit of Data Analytics Techniques to Detect SNAP Abuse."

7a-A Performance Audit of Data Analytics to Detect SNAP Abuse
7a-A Performance Audit of Data Analytics to Detect SNAP Abuse

7b-DWS-Data Analytics to Detect SNAP Abuse Response 6-22-2017
7b-DWS-Data Analytics to Detect SNAP Abuse Response 6-22-2017

Mr. Pierpont agreed with the Fiscal Analysts' recommendations.

Mr. Ricks discussed SNAP abuses.

Mr. Dale Owmby, Director, Eligibility Division Director, Department of Workforce Services, discussed SNAP
fraudulent benefit funds abuse.

http://le.utah.gov/interim/2017/pdf/00003261.pdf
http://le.utah.gov/interim/2017/pdf/00003204.pdf
http://le.utah.gov/interim/2017/pdf/00003206.pdf
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MOTION: Sen. Escamilla moved to adjourn. The motion passed with a vote of 10-0-6.

Yeas-10 Nays-0 Absent-6
Rep. R. Chavez-Houck
Sen. A. Christensen
Sen. L. Escamilla
Rep. T. Hawkes
Sen. D. Hemmert
Rep. S. Hollins
Rep. M. Kennedy
Rep. P. Ray
Rep. E. Redd
Sen. T. Weiler

Rep. R. Edwards
Sen. W. Niederhauser
Sen. B. Shiozawa
Rep. N. Thurston
Sen. K. Van Tassell
Rep. R. Ward

Chair Christensen adjourned the meeting at 3:56 p.m.


